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AMEMBASSY ROME 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
INFO USCINCEUR 

UNCLAS STATE 127959 

CINCEUR EOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEEING - JUNE 2 
1 . 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS 
FROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN'S PRESS BRIEFING FOR JUNE 2, 1977: 

Q. THERE ARE REPORTS THAT THE U.S. HAS DECIDED AGAINST 
SENDING A NUMBER OF MODERN AIRPLANES TO IRAN AND PAKISTAN. 

CAN YOU CONEIRM THAT? 

A. AGAIN, WE ARE AWARE OF THOSE STORIES, BUT I HAVE NOT A 
THING FOR YOU ON IT, NOTHING FOR YOU. 

Q. ANOTHER SUBJECT? HAS THE U.S. ADMINISTRATION ANY 
COMMENT TO MAKE ON THE DISPUTE NOW GOING ON BETWEEN 
TUNISIA AND LIBYA CONCERNING THE DRILLING IN - THE OFFSHORE 
DRILLING IN THE CONTINENTAL SHELF OF TUNISIA? 
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A. YES, I HAVE GOT SOMETHING ON THAT. WHAT IS YOUR 
SPECIFIC INTEREST? 

Q. JUST TO KNOW WHETHER THE U.S. GOVERNMENT HAS ANY 
PARTICULAR COMMENT, I MEAN, ANY STAND ON THE DISPUTE, AND 
ANY ADVICE. 

A. I UNDERSTAND THAT THE SHIP ARRIVED ON STATION THERE ON 
THE 26TH OF MAY AND HAS BEGUN DRILLING. AND FOR YOUR 
INFORMATION, IT IS A SHIP OWNED BY READING AND BATES, 

WHICH IS AN AMERICAN DRILLING EIRM HEADQUARTERED AT 
HOUSTON AND TULSA. NOW, AS A MATTER OE STANDARD U.S. 

POLICY, WE HAVE COUNSELLED READING AND BATES AGAINST 
DRILLING IN DISPUTED WATERS. IN THIS CASE, WE ESPECIALLY 
REGRET THE DECISION OF THE FIRM TO GO AS FAR AS THEY 
HAVE, BECAUSE WE HAVE ADVISED OTHER AMERICAN EIRMS ALONG 
THE SAME LINES THAT IT IS AGAINST SENDING SHIPS INTO THE 
SAME DISPUTED WATERS ON BEHALF OF TUNISIA, AND THOSE FIRMS 
HEEDED OUR ADVICE AND REERAINED. 
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Q. THIS ONE IS DRILLING ON BEHALF OF LIBYA. 

A. THAT IS RIGHT, I SAID ON BEHALF OF TUNISIA. 

Q. WHAT DISPUTED WATERS ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT? 

A. THESE ARE WATERS - THIS IS A CONTINENTAL SHELF 
RESOURCE DISPUTED BY TUNISIA AND LIBYA, AS I UNDERSTAND 
IT. 

Q. AND WAS THE ADVICE FROM THE DEPARTMENT SOLICITED OR 
UNSOLICITED? 

A. I DON'T KNOW THE ANSWER TO THAT PRECISELY, BUT I 
THINK IT IS IN THE INTERESTS OF EVERYONE THAT WE GO OUT 
AND ADVISE THESE FIRMS WHAT THE SITUATION IS, IN OUR 
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VIEW, AND TO ADVISE THEM AGAINST DRILLING IN DISPUTED 
WATERS. 

Q. YOU CONFUSE ME. THE SHIP IS DRILLING ON BEHALF OF WHO- 
M? 

A. ON BEHALF OF LIBYA, AS I UNDERSTAND IT. 

Q. BUT THESE OTHER FIRMS THAT HEEDED YOUR ADVICE WERE 
TO DO SO IN BEHALF OF TUNISIA. 

A. THAT IS WHAT I HAVE HERE, YES. NOW, THERE IS SOME 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION I COULD GIVE YOU. WE HAVE BEEN TOLD 
THAT THERE ARE AT LEAST FOUR AND POSSIBLY AS MANY AS 
TWENTY-FIVE AMERICANS IN THE CREW OF THE SHIP. 

Q. HOW MANY? 

A. AT LEAST FOUR AND POSSIBLY AS MANY AS TWENTY-FIVE. IT 
IS A MIXED CREW OF ABOUT EIGHTY PERSONS ALTOGETHER. 

Q. DID YOU SAY THAT YOUR POLICY IS COUNSELLING AGAINST 
DRILLING IN DISPUTED WATERS? (LAUGHTER) 

A. RIGHT. 

Q. THIS LIBYAN-TUNISIAN THING, DO YOU KNOW WHAT KIND OF 
FLAG THIS SHIP IS FLYING? 

A. PANAMANIAN. 
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Q. HAS THE TUNISIAN GOVERNMENT TOLD THE U.S. GOVERNMENT 
OF THEIR VIEWS ON THIS SHIP BEING THERE? 

A. I THINK, CERTAINLY, THEY HAVE. I'M SURE-I DON'T HAVE 
IT FOR A FACT, BUT I'M SURE THEY HAVE EXPRESSED THEIR 
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FEELINGS TO US ABOUT IT, YES, AS HAVE THE LIBYANS. 

Q. HERE? 

A. I WOULD HAVE TO LOOK INTO THAT IF YOU WANT THE 
ANSWER TO IT. I DON'T KNOW EXACTLY WHERE. 

2. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS PROVIDED THE SPOKESMAN 
IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION TAKEN AT THE ABOVE BRIEFING: 

Q. DID THE TUNISIANS COMMUNICATE THEIR VIEWS ON THE OIL 
DRILLING AND DISPUTED WATERS TO US HERE IN WASHINGTON DC 
OR WHERE? 

A. THE TUNISIANS HAVE PRESENTED THEIR VIEWS ON THIS 
MATTER IN WASHINGTON AND ALSO IN TUNIS. THE AMERICAN 
AMBASSADOR IN TUNIS WAS CALLED IN BY THE FOREIGN MINISTER 

ON THE 28TH, AND AMBASSADOR HEDDA SAW ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY ATHERTON IN THE DEPARTMENT ON THE 27TH. 
AMBASSADOR HEDDA ALSO SAW UNDER SECRETARY HABIB THIS 
MORNING. 

VANCE 
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